ASSESSING, ABATEMENT &
EQUALIZATION INFORMATION
FOR THE TOWN OF FREMONT NH
FOR THE TAX YEAR 2005

For the first time in over 15 years, we can say that property in
Fremont is at or very close to fair market value. This is due to the
revaluation completed for the tax year which began on April 1, 2005.
Two full years of sales data were used to make the comparisons and
analyses for the revaluation, and all properties in Fremont have
been measured and listed for the first time since 1988.

For the tax year 2004, the equalized ratio of market value as
compared to assessed value was 57.6%. This was down from the
2003 equalized ratio of 63.5% due to the long time period between
revaluations and the constantly fluctuating real estate market. As
such, most property values nearly doubled when brought to 100%
with the 2005 revaluation. Not every property works out exactly, but
we have found the revaluation data to be quite accurate, and passed
all of the criteria set out by the State of NH Department of Revenue
Administration, who is responsible for overseeing valuations in all
NH towns.

We will not officially have the 2005 ratio study information back
until the spring of 2006. We expect that it will be very close to 100%.
The equalization study is completed by the NH Department of
Revenue Administration several months after they set the local tax
rate.

The change (increase) in the equalization ratio increased the
taxable value of current use and utility properties as well. Current
use and utilities were included in the revaluation process and are
also considered to be at 100% of their respective values. A number
of new homes added to the assessed valuation of the Town, as well
as new garages, sheds, porches and other home improvements.
The assessed valuation of all properties in Fremont increased by
$185,051,135 from the tax year 2004.

There are two components to your tax bill, the assessed value of
the property (land and buildings) and the tax rate. The assessed
value is multiplied by the rate to arrive at a tax dollar figure. The tax
rate is a function of the amount of money needed by the school
district, town and county; divided by the total assessed value of all
taxable properties in Fremont. The history of taxes paid on property
is irrelevant to a discussion of its value.

The case which must be proven to be granted an abatement is
that your property is disproportionately assessed as compared to
others like it. New Hampshire law requires that property owners
apply for an abatement by March 1 following issuance of the final tax
bill. In order to present a case for an abatement request, one must
fill out an abatement form and provide supporting documentation.
Forms are available from the Selectmen’s Office and from the state’s
website at www.nh.gov/btla/forms.html (Taxpayers 76:16 Abatement
Application to Municipality). You will also be able to access it from
the Town'’s website. You need Adobe to download it. You can also
call or email the Selectmen’s Office and we will send one out to you.
Abatement forms are DUE no later than MARCH 1, 2006.

The Board of Selectmen utilizes the services of an independent
appraiser to make determinations on assessment issues. Once an
abatement application is filed, the appraiser will carefully review your
submission and likely revisit your property to investigate your
concerns and documentation thereof.

In order to prove disproportionality one needs to compare other
properties similar to your own with the pertinent town assessing
information. The new assessing software has made access to
these records more readily available. You can go online at
www.visionappraisal.com and get basic information on all properties,
you can access the printed reports in the Selectmen’s Office, and
you can use the computer terminal at the Selectmen’s Office to
access the full property card for any parcel in Town. The
Selectmen’s Office records are the only COMPLETE and FULLY
UPDATED set of records. The Vision website shows you the date of
last update, and it may not be the most current information. Our

support contract for the web hosting service allows for 12 updates
per year. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the
Selectmen’s Office at the Town Hall.

A fee appraisal (which you may have for a recent mortgage or
sale) is useful information for our assessor, but does not strictly
indicate value. Mass appraisal is a more common term for
revaluations done for municipalities, and is quite different from an
individual fee appraisal that you might have done on your home.

For each property that you feel is comparable to your own, you
would need to investigate the location and qualities of each home
and piece of land. In short, if you feel you are being unfairly and
disproportionately assessed as compared to similar properties, you
should apply for an abatement as soon as you receive your tax bill,
and no later than March 1, 2006.

Filing an abatement form does not change the fact that taxes are
due December 1°. If you are granted an abatement and have
already paid your taxes, you will be issued a refund with interest
from the date taxes were paid.

If you have questions about your assessment, please feel free to
stop by the Selectmen's Office and review the records. All property
assessing records are public information. The Selectmen's Office is
open Monday and Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon; Tuesday and
Wednesday 9:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00 to 4:00 pm; and Thursday
1:00 to 5:00 pm.

Also, check the Town's website at www. Fremont.nh.gov.

COMMUNITY HEALTH EDUCATION

Exeter Hospital’'s HealthReach Community Education is
continuing its lecture series for parents. All are welcome to join us
for these free evening presentations. Bring a friend and bring your
questions. The last session this fall is Wednesday November 30"
from 7 to 9 pm in the Exeter Hospital North Conference Rooms. To
register call 1-800-4-EXETER/1-800-439-3837 or email us at
HealthReach@ehr.org.

November 30: At Risk On-Line: Internet Safety. Presented
by Detective Michael Munch, Exeter Police Department.

ROADS & DRIVEWAYS

RSA 236:15 states that any building, structure or fence within or
over any highway is a public nuisance. The Highway Department
continues to find such obstructions within the highway right-of-way,
and they are not permissible. Please remove any such obstruction
to avoid further action. In general, the town right of way is 13 feet on
either edge of the paved surface.

Before any driveway is paved or resurfaced, approval is
needed from the Road Agent. Grading and drainage issues need
to be checked before any pavement (new or replacement) is
installed. Any new driveway construction also requires a permit
from the Road Agent. The Planning Board has just adopted new
guidelines for Driveways. This document is available at the Town
Offices. Driveway permits and an inspection are also required when
installing or relocating your driveway, for improvements such as
garage construction. Contact Guerwood Holmes at 300-7429 for
more information. Permits are available at the Selectmen'’s Office
during regular office hours. We will also mail a form out to you for
ease in applying.

AMERICA RECYCLES DAY
America Recycles Day is Tuesday November 15, 2005. This is a
nationwide event whose purpose is to encourage Americans to step
up their recycling efforts and buy recycled content products. To
learn more, visit www.americarecyclesday.org. Recycling is good for
the environment and for the protection and preservation of our
natural resources.







